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Tracking what might have been 
the greatest high school foot-
ball team in Arkansas history 
is good stuff, but this book is 
much more. Voigt’s insider ma-
terial reveals the two-way high-
way that is the emotional roller 
coaster of recruiting. Fans will 
be fascinated by Notre Dame’s 
full-court press of Mitch 
Mustain and his reaction. The 
everyday fan who thinks he has 
some idea of recruiting is in for 
an education.

— Harry King
Sports Columnist

Arkansas News Bureau

In Year of the Dog, sports reporter Kurt 
Voigt takes us inside the turbulent and 
emotionally charged world of Arkansas 
high school football as the Springdale 
Bulldogs make their thrilling run at the 
2005 state title. Dubbed the “Superteam” 
by Arkansas newspapers, the Bulldogs 
are under intense media pressure to fulfill 
the expectations of fans, families, and 
alumni, and Voigt explores how the play-
ers and coaches deal with the scrutiny 
as the championship gets nearer and 
national attention turns their way.

Like any good story, Year of the Dog 
is a tale of personalities. Among them, 
there’s legendary coach Gus Malzahn 

(“If you wanted to talk football, he’d talk 
football. If you wanted to talk politics, 
he’d talk football.”) . . . 300 lb. tackle 
Bartley Webb, hoping to fulfill a life-
long dream of playing for Notre Dame 
. . . Mitch Mustain, the nation’s #1 high 
school quarterback, scouted by the 
top college teams since junior high and 
already a pro behind the mike.

On the team bus, in closed-door 
meetings, after games . . . Year of the Dog 
is your locker-room pass to go behind 
the scenes with one special football team 
during its once-in-a-generation season.
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